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School/Organization: Florida Geographic Alliance
Topic: Local and Historical Resources
Grade Level: Middle School
Objectives: Students will develop an understanding of how to use local and historical
resources, such as cemeteries and grave markers, help us to tell the story of “nearby history.”
This lesson includes a study of a local cemetery by students recording and analyzing grave
markers within the site.

Florida Standards:
SS.6.G.1.4: Utilize tools geographers use to study the world.
SS.6.G.2: Understand the physical and cultural characteristics of places.
SS.6.G.6: Understand ow to apply geography to interpret the past and present and plan for the
future.
SS.8.A.1: Use research and inquiry skills to analyze American History using primary and
secondary sources.
SS.8.A.1.7: View historic events through the eyes of those who were there as shown in their art,
writings, music, artifacts.
National Geography Standards (Grades 6-8):
1) The World in Spatial Terms—
a. Map Types (topographic, navigational, thematic)
2) Places and Regions—
a. Physical and human characteristics of places and regions in the U.S. and the world.
b. Changes in places and regions over time.
c. How culture affects places and regions (cultural landscapes).
3) Human Systems—
a. Types and patterns of human settlement.
C3 Framework:
Geography—By the end of 8th grade:
D2. Geo.6.6.8—Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are
connected to human identities and culture.
D2. Geo.10.6.8—Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary
among various regions of the world.



PAGE 2 FLORIDA GEOGRAPHIC ALLIANCE

Materials/Resources/Technology/Websites/Apps:
1) Index cards, pens, pencils, projector, laptops.
2) Florida’s Historic Places: Tallahassee (Please click on the link to download a copy of the
article) Tallahassee (usf.edu)
3) Student Handout--Video: Tallahassee (1960).
4) Florida Memory • Tallahassee
5) GIS StoryMap— “Celebrating Milestones: Tallahassee’s Bicentennial 1824-2024.” Celebrating
Milestones: Tallahassee's Bicentennial 1824-2024 (arcgis.com)
6) “Celebrating Milestones: Tallahassee’s Bicentennial 1824-2024”
GIS StoryMap: Student Handout
7) “Celebrating Milestones: Tallahassee’s Bicentennial 1824-2024”
GIS StoryMap: Teacher Handout
8) Student Handout: Show What You Know! 
9) Take a Book. Share a Book. - Little Free Library
10) David E. Kyvig, M. A. (2019). Nearby History: exploring the past around you. Lanham: Rowman
& Littlefield. 
11) Community Celebrations as Ritual Signifiers on JSTOR 
12) Cascades Park : Leon County : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive 
13) Cascades Park | Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Affairs (talgov.com) 
14) History of Tallahassee, Florida - All-American Adventure Guide
(allamericanadventureguide.com)—Includes a timeline of Florida and Tallahassee history. 
15) Florida Footprints: 500 years of North Florida History | WFSU Local Routes 
16) Ensley: 1924 Tallahassee Centennial set the bar for city anniversaries

Background Information: 
2024 is a big year for Tallahassee, Florida as the city will be celebrating its bicentennial all year
long. Once Florida became a U.S. territory attention soon was directed to finding a more central
location to conduct government business after St. Augustine and Pensacola were deemed
impractical. In the fall of 1823 representatives from the two cities, Dr. William Simmons and
John Lee Williams respectively, chose a location somewhat in the middle that was also the
former location of Native American settlements. In their report to the Territorial Government
the two men stated that “a more beautiful country can scarcely be managed, it is high rolling,
and well-watered, the richness of the soil renders it perfectly adapted to farming.” The city of
Tallahassee was formally established on March 4th, 1824, statehood for Florida was achieved in
1845. The first capitol buildings included three log cabins.

Celebrating milestones such as a bicentennial allows for residents to reflect on the past and
present and to plan and dream for the future. As Kyvig and Marty state in their book Nearby
History, “contemplating milestones means considering times of marked change, great
occasions, measuring points on the continuum of routine, and turning points.” Milestones for
Tallahassee include the following: establishment as Florida’s capital city-1824, Centennial year-
1924, and the bicentennial-2024. Around the time of 1824 and leading up to statehood,
Tallahassee mostly celebrated July 4th, our nation’s Independence Day, and January 6th, the
Battle of New Orleans.
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However, 1924 was a time to celebrate the 100th year and Tallahassee hosted a week’s worth of
centennial activities that November. Parades, parties, dances, visiting dignitaries, and a replica
of Florida’s first capitol building, a log cabin, were included in the festivities. Tallahassee’s
Sesquicentennial (150 years) was celebrated in 1974, events to commemorate the anniversary
were held throughout the year, including the building of the replica first Capitol log cabin.

Vocabulary:
1) Florida: probably from Spanish Pascua Florida, literally “flowering Easter,” a Spanish name for
Palm Sunday, and so names because the peninsula was discovered on that day (March 20, 1513)
by the expedition of Spanish explorer Ponce de Leon. Source: Florida | Etymology of the name
Florida by etymon line
2) Tallahassee: means the land of old fields or abandoned villages. According to historical
research conducted by Bertha Bloodworth in 1959, Octavia Walton chose the name of
Tallahassee because it sounded “romantic and lyrical”, and the name carried historical
significance. Octavia’s father, George Walton, was the Secretary of the Territory of Florida
(1822-1826).
Source: Know Your Neighborhood: Local Street Name Origins. Published by the Knott House
Museum, Tallahassee, Florida.
3) Milestone(s): An important point in the progress or development of something; term
originally refers to a stone pillar that shows the distance in miles to or from a place. Source:
Milestone Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary
4) Centennial: a 100th anniversary or its celebration. Source: Centennial Definition & Meaning -
Merriam-Webster
5) Sesquicentennial: a 150th anniversary or its celebration. Source: Sesquicentennial Definition
& Meaning - Merriam-Webster
6) Bicentennial: a 200th anniversary or its celebration. Source: Bicentennial Definition &
Meaning - Merriam-Webster
7) Circa: Circa is a Latin word that means around, about, roughly, or approximately. Source:
How To Properly Use The Word "Circa" In A Sentence (thecontentauthority.com)

Step 1:
1) Provide each student with an index card and ask each student to record the following on
their index cards:
             a. Important days/events that their families celebrate? (Possible answers: birthdays,            
             holidays, anniversaries, graduations, religious holidays)
             b. Important community/neighborhood days or celebrations? (Block parties, Super Bowl 
             parties, historical commemorations, federal holidays)
2) Ask them to join their assigned shoulder partner and compare lists-students will share why
the events are significant to them, their families, and/or community. Each student will place a
check mark next to celebrations they share and stars next to the ones that may be unique to
students.
3) Students will then share whole group.

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN
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Step 2:
4) Provide each student with a copy of the reading “Florida’s Historic Places: Tallahassee.”
5) Florida’s Historic Places: Tallahassee Tallahassee (usf.edu)
6) Students will then number each paragraph. (There are 18 paragraphs total, including the
inset of “Mission San Luis de Apalachee.”
7) As they read independently, students will underline or box text that includes
historic/significant events in the history of Tallahassee.
8) On the back of the handout, students may write a one-sentence summary that captures
their understanding of the early history of Tallahassee.
9) Students will then share what they underlined/boxed and their one-sentence summary with
their shoulder partners.
10) Students will then share whole group.

Step 3: (Special Note: this video was produced around 1960, fourteen years before
Tallahassee’s sesquicentennial (1974) and sixteen years before our nation’s bicentennial (1976).
Minimal narration is included and parts of a song about Tallahassee can be heard. The length is
just over fourteen minutes-teachers should view the video in its entirety and decide which
parts to include.)

17) Provide each student with the following handout: Video: Tallahassee (1960).
18) Provide a brief explanation of the video and the time it was produced; review the questions
and ask if students have any questions for clarification. 19) Project the following video,
Tallahassee (circa 1960); Florida Memory • Tallahassee
20) Students will record their answers and then share with shoulder partners.
21) Students will then share whole group.

Step 4: (Special Note: teachers should complete this activity prior to students so that they’re
familiar with the StoryMap content and the task of each question; most answers are based on
student observation and inferences, however, we are including a teacher version includes
answers that are not observations or inferences.)

22) For this part of the lesson students may use individual laptops or the teacher can project
the following: GIS StoryMap— “Celebrating Milestones: Tallahassee’s Bicentennial 1824-2024.”
23) Each student will receive a copy of the following handout: “FGA StoryMap Interactive
Handout: Celebrating Milestones: Tallahassee’s Bicentennial 1824-2024.” (Student Handout)
24) Using this Interactive Handout, read and analyze the maps and images, indicated by
numbers, to answer the questions below.
25) Make sure to share the following about celebrating milestones that Deborah L. Smith-
Shank found in her research about community celebrations. “They give us a sense of belonging
but can also serve as sites of inquiry. They can help answer significant questions about
histories, communities, and self-identity.
26) Once completed, students will share their responses with their shoulder partners and then
share whole group.

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN
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Step 5:
27) Students will complete the following handout to demonstrate what they learned about the
Tallahassee Bicentennial: Show What You Know!
28) Students will record their topic of study and then 3-5 keywords they learned during the
lesson.
29) Then write a summary using the keywords.
30) To conclude, students will draw an image that represents the summary of what they
learned.
31) Once students have completed this handout, they can display them around the classroom.

Step 6:
32) Giving back to the community is a great way to celebrate the Tallahassee Bicentennial.
Schools and classrooms can create their own “Little Free Library” to be located near their
school or within their community as a way commemorate this event.
33) Community members, residents, and local libraries can donate books on the history of
Florida, Tallahassee, and the local community once the library structure has been completed.
34) Please click on the link for more information on “Little Free Library.” Take a Book. Share a
Book. - Little Free Library

Field Experience: For this activity we are using Cascades Park located in Tallahassee, Florida.
Cascades Park | Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Affairs (talgov.com)
However, you can replicate the same for a park near your school or in your local community.
Please see the attached Cascades Park handout to complete this Extension Activity.

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN
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Tallahassee Bicentennial 1824-2024

Directions: Using this Interactive Handout, read and analyze the maps and images, indicated
by numbers, to answer the questions below. Prepare to share your responses with your
shoulder partner and whole group.

2024 is a big year for Tallahassee, Florida as the city will be celebrating its bicentennial all year
long. Once Florida became a U.S. territory attention soon was directed to finding a more central
location to conduct government business after St. Augustine and Pensacola were deemed
impractical. In the fall of 1823 representatives from the two cities, Dr. William Simmons and
John Lee Williams respectively, chose a location somewhat in the middle that was also the
former location of Native American settlements. In their report to the Territorial Government
the two men stated that “a more beautiful country can scarcely be managed, it is high rolling,
and well-watered, the richness of the soil renders it perfectly adapted to farming.” The city of
Tallahassee was formally established on March 4th, 1824, statehood for Florida was achieved in
1845. The first capitol buildings included three log cabins.

1) Image #1: “Lithograph of a Residential Street Scene in Tallahassee, Fl” (1839) by Francis
Castelnau. Observe this lithograph and record the following: Record all that you SEE, what does
it make you THINK of, and what questions do you WONDER about

SEE THINK WONDER

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (STUDENT)
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a. Based on what you can see in this image of 1839 Tallahassee, what technology,
communication, and types of transportation are available to residents?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. This lithograph is the present-day intersection of Jefferson and Adams looking East.
Using Google Maps, describe the changes that have occurred since 1839.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2) Map #1: F. Lucas Jr’s Florida (1822)— “Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
Florida.”
a. Using the swipe button, swipe right-how many counties does the Florida Territory have in
1821-1822? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What are the names of these counties? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Swipe left on the map—what is your eye drawn to first?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. What geographic feature(s) do you see?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. What is missing from this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13) Map #2: “Map of Florida, 1823.”
a. Swipe left to zoom in and record what your eye is drawn to first:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Compared to Map #1 what new information do you see on Map #2:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14) Map #3: “Plan of the City of Tallahassee,” (1824).
a. Analyze the maps and find the sources of water and record their names:
i.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Follow the creek that appears to flow north and record the name of the place that it empties
out to: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Follow the branch that appears to flow east and record the name of the place it empties out
to:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. What geographic feature do you find at the center of this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (STUDENT)
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5) Image #2/Part 1: “Leon County Census (1825).”
From Florida Memory at the State Archives:
About this Document: This document represents the entire census return for Leon County,
Florida, as enumerated by James Cameron in September 1825. Cameron recorded 996
inhabitants in the county, including 608 whites, 387 slaves, and one free person, “of Colour.”

In addition to the total number of inhabitants and their status as either slave or free, the
census includes: the name of the head of the family; the number of white males over 21; the
number of white males under 21; the number of white females over 21; the number of white
females under 21; and the number of slaves owned by each household.
b. Analyze this inset of Image #2 and locate the first territorial governor W. P. Duval.
a. How many persons total are included in this household? _________________
b. How many are free persons? Enslaved persons?____________________________

6) Images #3 and #4: Inset and transcription of the “Leon County Census (1825).”
a. Locate the name “Walton George” on the transcript of the 1825 census and record how many
persons are included in this household?_______________________________
b. How many are free persons? Enslaved persons?______________________________
c. What is unique in the ‘total of slaves” column for 1825 Tallahassee, Florida?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Image #5: Territorial Treasury Note, Three Dollars, 1830 and Image #6: Territorial Treasury
Note, Four Dollars, 1830.
a. Image #5: Click on the image to zoom in. Name the person found at the top of the treasury
note and, in your opinion, why would the Florida Territory use this person on their early form of
currency?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Image #6: Click on the image and zoom in; make sure to read and analyze the images and
text found on this treasury note. What images of Florida are included and explain why these
images would be used in this early form of currency?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Map #4: Plan of Tallahassee, 1840.
a. Click on the map to zoom in. Analyze the map and try to read some of the text provided.
b. Look for the “arrow” button found at the top of the screen, click this button. Read the
transcribed text. Click the arrow button to find the location mentioned.
c. Find the road between the two graveyards? What is unique about this section of road?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (STUDENT)
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9) Map #5: Map of the City of Tallahassee, 1930.
a. Click on the map to zoom in. Make sure to read the map/legend found at the bottom of the
map. In your opinion, why would this map want to show the reader where “present” paving and
“to be paved soon” is illustrated on this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What two state colleges can be found on this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

10) Map #6: Tallahassee City Limits, 2024
a. Almost 300, 000 people live in Leon County today, with 201, 000 living within the Tallahassee
city limits.
b. Zoom in and analyze the current Tallahassee city limits. In your opinion, what physical,
cultural, and/or demographic features impact the city limits?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Why are the city limits not in a square or rectangle shape?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (STUDENT)
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Tallahassee Bicentennial 1824-2024

SEE THINK WONDER

Directions: Using this Interactive Handout, read and analyze the maps and images, indicated
by numbers, to answer the questions below. Prepare to share your responses with your
shoulder partner and whole group.

2024 is a big year for Tallahassee, Florida as the city will be celebrating its bicentennial all year
long. Once Florida became a U.S. territory attention soon was directed to finding a more central
location to conduct government business after St. Augustine and Pensacola were deemed
impractical. In the fall of 1823 representatives from the two cities, Dr. William Simmons and
John Lee Williams respectively, chose a location somewhat in the middle that was also the
former location of Native American settlements. In their report to the Territorial Government
the two men stated that “a more beautiful country can scarcely be managed, it is high rolling,
and well-watered, the richness of the soil renders it perfectly adapted to farming.” The city of
Tallahassee was formally established on March 4th, 1824, statehood for Florida was achieved in
1845. The first capitol buildings included three log cabins.

1) Image #1: “Lithograph of a Residential Street Scene in Tallahassee, Fl” (1839) by Francis
Castelnau. Observe this lithograph and record the following: Record all that you SEE, what does
it make you THINK of, and what questions do you WONDER about

GIS StoryMap: Teacher Handout
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a. Based on what you can see in this image of 1839 Tallahassee, what technology,
communication, and types of transportation are available to residents?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. This lithograph is the present-day intersection of Jefferson and Adams looking East.
Using Google Maps, describe the changes that have occurred since 1839.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (TEACHER)
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2) Map #1: F. Lucas Jr’s Florida (1822)— “Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of
Florida.”
a. Using the swipe button, swipe right-how many counties does the Florida Territory have in
1821-1822? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What are the names of these counties? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Swipe left on the map—what is your eye drawn to first?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. What geographic feature(s) do you see?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. What is missing from this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13) Map #2: “Map of Florida, 1823.”
a. Swipe left to zoom in and record what your eye is drawn to first:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Compared to Map #1 what new information do you see on Map #2:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14) Map #3: “Plan of the City of Tallahassee,” (1824).
a. Analyze the maps and find the sources of water and record their names:
i.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Follow the creek that appears to flow north and record the name of the place that it empties
out to: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Follow the branch that appears to flow east and record the name of the place it empties out
to:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. What geographic feature do you find at the center of this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Two Counties

Escambia and St. Johns

Spring Branch
City Creek

Doyle’s Land

Three (3)

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (TEACHER)
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5) Image #2/Part 1: “Leon County Census (1825).”
From Florida Memory at the State Archives:
About this Document: This document represents the entire census return for Leon County,
Florida, as enumerated by James Cameron in September 1825. Cameron recorded 996
inhabitants in the county, including 608 whites, 387 slaves, and one free person, “of Colour.”

In addition to the total number of inhabitants and their status as either slave or free, the
census includes: the name of the head of the family; the number of white males over 21; the
number of white males under 21; the number of white females over 21; the number of white
females under 21; and the number of slaves owned by each household.
b. Analyze this inset of Image #2 and locate the first territorial governor W. P. Duval.
a. How many persons total are included in this household? _________________
b. How many are free persons? Enslaved persons?____________________________

6) Images #3 and #4: Inset and transcription of the “Leon County Census (1825).”
a. Locate the name “Walton George” on the transcript of the 1825 census and record how many
persons are included in this household?_______________________________
b. How many are free persons? Enslaved persons?______________________________
c. What is unique in the ‘total of slaves” column for 1825 Tallahassee, Florida?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Image #5: Territorial Treasury Note, Three Dollars, 1830 and Image #6: Territorial Treasury
Note, Four Dollars, 1830.
a. Image #5: Click on the image to zoom in. Name the person found at the top of the treasury
note and, in your opinion, why would the Florida Territory use this person on their early form of
currency?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Image #6: Click on the image and zoom in; make sure to read and analyze the images and
text found on this treasury note. What images of Florida are included and explain why these
images would be used in this early form of currency?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Map #4: Plan of Tallahassee, 1840.
a. Click on the map to zoom in. Analyze the map and try to read some of the text provided.
b. Look for the “arrow” button found at the top of the screen, click this button. Read the
transcribed text. Click the arrow button to find the location mentioned.
c. Find the road between the two graveyards? What is unique about this section of road?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Three (3)
One (1)

Nineteen (19)
One (1) And Seventeen (17)

One person indicated as “free”

There are marked graves in the actual street

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | LESSON PLAN (TEACHER)
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9) Map #5: Map of the City of Tallahassee, 1930.
a. Click on the map to zoom in. Make sure to read the map/legend found at the bottom of the
map. In your opinion, why would this map want to show the reader where “present” paving and
“to be paved soon” is illustrated on this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What two state colleges can be found on this map?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

10) Map #6: Tallahassee City Limits, 2024
a. Almost 300, 000 people live in Leon County today, with 201, 000 living within the Tallahassee
city limits.
b. Zoom in and analyze the current Tallahassee city limits. In your opinion, what physical,
cultural, and/or demographic features impact the city limits?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Why are the city limits not in a square or rectangle shape?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Florida State College For Woman (Today’s FSU) & Florida A&M College For Negroes
(Today’s FAMU)



Tallahassee, Florida: Cascades Park
Field Experience

Directions: Participants will complete a field experience activity while visiting Cascades Park
located in Tallahassee, Florida. Please record your responses to the prompts as you visit
designated locations within the park. Download the pdf of the Cascades Park map found at this
link and review the map before you visit the park. Cascades Park | Parks, Recreation and
Neighborhood Affairs (talgov.com)
(Special Note: Please park vehicles in the lots found south of the park, next to the Myers Park
neighborhood.)

CELEBRATING MILESTONES | FIELD EXPERIENCE
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1) Locate the Centennial Field Commemoration (#16).
This was the former location of the Centennial Ball Park, part of the 1924 Centennial Field.
It is now 100 years later, the year 2024. Facing south, describe what you see.
a. Physical features:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Cultural features:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Describe how this view may look in the year 2124.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Now head East and find the marker for Historic Centennial Field Wall (#18) and face North.
Looking slightly northwest, you will see what used to be the ticket window for Centennial
Field. What other manmade structure from Centennial Field do you see?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3) Continue to head East and locate the Meridian Plaza (#12).
Once you arrive face South to read the placard that explains this feature.
Complete the following statements:
a. Under whose direction did the Florida survey system begin?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. In the United States Public Survey System, a MERIDIAN is the ___________-_________ line upon
which rectangular surveys are based.
c. A BASELINE is the __________ - __________ line in the survey.
d. Walk to the map of Florida and locate your county.
What is the name of your county and the name of the county seat?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Describe what you see in each direction:
North:
East:
South:
West:

Heading North, please locate the Historical Markers, found just northwest of the
Gaines/Meridian Gate (G3). There are thirteen historical markers that provide a brief
overview for the significant time periods found throughout Tallahassee’s history. For this
section, please read each marker and complete the statement.

1) Welcome Marker:
The word Tallahassee means “________ ________” and was the name Apalachee Indians used to
describe the ________________ villages of earlier Native Americans.

What happened to the cascades in the 1850’s?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) The First Residents:
Anhaica, the largest Apalachee village in the region, is believed the have been _____________ to
present-day Cascades Park.

How long have people lived in the Tallahassee region?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What kinds of crops did the Apalachee grow in this area?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3) The Arrival of Europeans:
In what year did the Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto arrive to the Tallahassee area?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What event did they celebrate in December 1539?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What material items did archeologists find that belonged to the Spanish explorers?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Choosing the Capital:
In 1823, commissioners explored what was then the ______________ of Florida and recommended a
high, healthy and _______ - ___________site for the new capital.

What ended the debate about moving the capital city to a new location?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Frontier Tallahassee:
What did Mayor Eppes establish here in Tallahassee during his administration?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What year did Florida become a state?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) Civil War Years:
Tallahassee is the only Confederate capital city east of the Mississippi River to not be what?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Reconstruction: Changing Times
Reverend Page represented Leon County as:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the name of the community that was previously located next to present-day Cascades
Park?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What day was the Emancipation Proclamation read in front of the Knott House?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8) Entering the 20th Century:
What is the name of Tallahassee’s first skyscraper?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was Cascades Park used for in the early 20th century?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9) The World War II Years:
How many military sites were established in Florida?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10) Higher Education:
What three schools of higher education are located here in Tallahassee?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11) Civil Rights:
What significant events took place in Tallahassee’s history?
1960:
1963:
1971:

12) Government Town:
What is the capital city’s leading industry?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13) Modern Tallahassee:
What is the population of Leon County?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection:
1) What was the most interesting information you learned?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) What do you want to know more about?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Modified Activity:
Locate the manmade waterfall just west of the amphitheater and complete the following.
Complete this activity on the back of this handout.

1) Draw the manmade waterfall and the landscaped features near it. Include any wildlife you
see or hear.
Include as much detail as possible.
2) Record three to five words that best describe this feature in the park.
3) Write a one-paragraph summary that best describes what you drew, using the words you
recorded in the previous step.
4) Reflect on the following:
John Lee Williams, one of the two men tasked with finding the location of the new capital city,
wrote about the waterfall that is the current location of Cascades Park.
“(There is a) pleasant mill stream, the collected waters of several fine springs,” which “winds
along the eastern border of the city, until it falls fifteen or sixteen feet into a gulf scooped out
by its own current and finally sinks into the cleft of a rock at the base of an opposite hill.”
5) Write one question you would like to ask John Lee Williams.
6) Prepare to share with whole group.

Extension Activity: (Scenario)
You have been tasked by state government to relocate the capital city of Florida.
Study a variety of state maps and select a new location.
Where would you locate and why?

Bibliography: 
1) Cascades Park | Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Affairs (talgov.com) 
2) A view of West Florida, embracing its geography, topography, &c. : with an appendix,
treating of its antiquities, land titles, and canals, and containing a map, exhibiting a chart of the
coast, a plan of Pensacola, and the entrance of the harbour : Williams, John Lee, 1775-1856 : Free
Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive 
3) Florida Memory • State of the Surveys of Territorial Florida, 1840
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Space for Modified Activity:



Video: Tallahassee
(circa 1960)
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Directions: As you view the video “Tallahassee,” complete the following questions below.
(Source: Florida Memory • Tallahassee)

1) According to video, what does the word “Tallahassee” mean?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) What physical features are shown? (mountains, hills, plains, sand dunes, rivers, lakes,
oceans)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) What cultural features are shown? (people, roads, buildings)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) What milestones/ events are the Tallahassee residents celebrating?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) There is a song playing, record below a few words of the lyrics. In your opinion, what is the
song saying about Tallahassee?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) In your opinion, what do the residents of Tallahassee want us to know about their city?
What is important to them?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Handout
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7) Think about the following if you were going to produce a video on your community:
a. What physical features would you include?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What cultural features would you include?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. What milestones/events would you include?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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