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State Animal: Panther
In a 1982 vote by students all across Florida, the panther was named the official state
animal.

The long-tailed, pale brown cat averages six feet in length and mainly predates on white-tailed
deer. As a large sized predator, the Florida Panther plays an important role in the state’s
ecosystem. Despite this, civilians have hunted the panther to near-extinction.

After being placed on the endangered species list in 1973, the panther is officially protected
through state laws. While the Florida Panther is recognized as a protected species, the
industrialization of Florida’s natural habitat’s still threaten its existence to this day.
Click Here for more information on how to help protect the Florida Panther!

Activities:
• Book: Felina's New Home Book by Loran Wlodarski | Epic (getepic.com)
• Craft Panther Mask: Panther Mask coloring page | Free Printable Coloring Pages
(supercoloring.com)

State Bird: Mockingbird
All ten species of mockingbird are gray and white, averaging ten inches in length. These
songbirds are native to Florida all year round and are known for their pleasant repetitive
songs.

Mockingbirds are important to our Florida ecosystems as they prey on insects and weed
seeds.

The Mockingbird was named the Florida state bird in 1927 and exists as the state bird for
Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Texas as well.
Learn more about the Mockingbird here!
Folk Lullaby: Mockingbird | Dartmouth Folklore Archive

Mockingbird Craft Idea:
Each student can make two crafts– An animal mask and a handheld mockingbird, ring, or
magnifying glass– each corresponding to a line in the mockingbird lullaby. The teacher can then
read the story out loud and the kids can read along to whichever craft they chose.

Hush, little baby, don’t say a word / Mama’s gonna buy you a mockingbird
https://pin.it/JrJa0Cw
And if that mockingbird won’t sing / Mama’s gonna buy you a diamond ring
https://pin.it/5t9bVcU
And if that diamond ring turns brass / Mama’s gonna buy you a looking glass
https://pin.it/GueGIGy
And if that looking glass gets broke / Mama’s gonna buy you a billy goat https://
pin.it/4y4x2z1
And if that billy goat won’t pull / Mama’s gonna buy you a cart and bull https://
pin.it/30QJH6R
And if that cart and bull turn over / Mama’s gonna buy you a dog named Rover
https://pin.it/2CWvoVM
And if that dog named Rover won’t bark / Mama’s gonna buy you a horse and cart
https://pin.it/4hBvJRo
And if that horse and cart fall down / You’ll still be the sweetest little baby in town

State Drink/ Flower: Orange Juice/ Orange Blossom
Florida has forever been known for its oranges. The warm climate all year round is the
perfect atmosphere for the fruit and as such, orange blossoms and orange juice were named
the official state flower and beverage in the years 1909 and 1967, respectively.

Look here for more information about Florida’s Oranges!
Craft Orange: https://pin.it/6H7EMJ4

Craft Idea:
Take a black and white outline of an orange and blow it up onto multiple pages (one for each
student in the class). Then give each student a piece of paper and draw orange items (fire,
pumpkin, etc) within the lines. When everyone is done, collect the papers and match the papers
like puzzle pieces until you have one large Orange mural!

State Tree: Sabal Palm
In 1953, the Florida Legislature named the Sabal Palm Tree as the official tree for the state of
Florida. This palm tree is the most widely distributed tree in the state and is known for its ability
to grow in almost any type of soil. The palm tree is also known to produce food and medicine.

Sabal Palm Tree Mad Lib Activity:
The Sabal Palm Tree is Florida’s _______ (Adjective+ “est”) Tree. The ______ (Plural noun)
named the tree after it won a contest for ______ (Verb+ “ing”) and _______
(Verb+ “ing”). If you ever want to ______ (Verb) or ______ (Verb) a Sabal Palm Tree, go to
______ (Location) and meet _______ (Name). He is Florida’s most ______
(Adjective) palm and can tell you all of the ______ (Noun) you need to know!

State Gem: Moonstone
On July 20th, 1969 Neil Armstrong and “Buzz” Aldrin blasted off from Kennedy Space center in
Brevard County and became the first men to set foot on the moon. To celebrate and
acknowledge this accomplishment, A 1970 legislature named the Moonstone as the

official state gem. Despite the Moonstone’s status as Florida’s state gem, it is not
naturally found in Florida or the Moon.

Click here for more information on Florida’s Moonstone

DIY Gemstone Craft Activity:
HOW TO MAKE RAINBOW CRYSTALS (hellowonderful.co)

